[Clinical analysis of tracheoplasty and bronchoplasty in primary lung cancer].
In our department, there were 482 thoracic surgeries for primary lung cancer between 1994 and 2007. We clinically reviewed cases that underwent tracheoplasty or bronchoplasty (n = 22, 4.6%). The patients consisted of 21 males and 1 female (66.5 +/- 12.0 years-old). All patients were smokers. The tissue forms were 19 squamous cell carcinomas, 2 adenocarcinomas, 1 large cell carcinoma, 1 adenoid cystic carcinoma and 1 carcinoid, including 2 multiple carcinomas. Sleeve resections involved the trachea in 1, upper lobes in 13, lower lobes in 3, upper-middle lobes in 2 and intermediate bronchus in 1. Wedge resections were performed in the upper lobes in 2. Fourteen reconstructions were performed. We ordinarily sutured the trachea and bronchus in any case, using a single outside knot. There was no leakage at the anastomosis. There were 2 hospital deaths. There were 4 cancer deaths, including 2 local recurrences. There were 4 patients demonstrating stenosis post operatively. There were 3 stenoses among 4 preoperative radiation therapies. We considered that radiation therapy disturbed the repair of the anastomosis. There were 8 pneumonia patients who developed post operatively. There were 2 operative hospital deaths among 3 angio-bronchoplasties without coverage. Recently, we have routinely covered the anastomosis at the reconstruction site and have not experienced any major complications.